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development of the struggles that fill the annals
of history; it is they which, in many cases to an
overwhelming degree, determine the form which
these straggles take. It is the reciprocal action of all
these elements, but it is the economic movement, which,
being of necessity, finally forces its way through this
infinite multitude of fortuitous occurrences, that is,
things and events whose connection with each other
is either so superficial or so undemonstrable that we
are at liberty to consider them as non-existent and
negligible."
If this long-winded and confused sentence has any
rational meaning, it means, in the first place, that the
economic situation is indeed the basis of all, whereas
constitutions and institutions as well as the theories and
thoughts of men are but a superstructure ; secondly,
that the elements constituting the superstructure have
a certain limited influence, particularly on the form
which the economic struggles take; thirdly, that there
exists a reciprocal action of all those elements, with the
result that the economic movement " being of necessity "
is the one which always carries the day, and finally, that
the infinite number of events, occurrences, facts, persons
and things of which life and, therefore, history consist,
may be neglected whenever their connection with the
economic basis cannot be demonstrated.
When we analyse these sentences, we find that Engels'
indignation against those who distort his and Marx's
theory is without foundation; at bottom he is himself
of their opinion ; the concession which he makes in this
and some other passages of his letters, is only apparent.
He cannot but admit that men's thoughts and theories
have some effect on their actions and on the course of